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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and
A Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This,
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers
for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been
omitted.

The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher
Support. These files are:

Question Paper 12, November 2016

Question paper 9093 _w16_gp_12.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_12.pdf
Question Paper 22, November 2016
Question paper 9093_w16_qp_22.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_22.pdf
Question Paper 32, November 2016
Question paper 9093_w16_gp_32.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_32.pdf
Question Paper 42, November 2016
Question paper 9093_w16_qp_42.pdf
Mark scheme 9093_w16_ms_42.pdf

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk


https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html

How to use this booklet

Introduction

Example candidate response - high

Examiner comments

Mg G Eﬂmd_'ﬁ_dpgem}_dmmaheﬁm_hjﬁtcm&,_
| Sdnactin Mmhﬁ.,_mﬁﬁﬁ&d_
hm:;umm;n_m_&aﬂ&lprmkmj_
nacnner, cuscl _exposes dhe flaws. of the Leoder
_q[-_iise_c:pqacai_ﬁnu_o =

Answers by real candidates in exam lae_camcl M€ |
conditions. These show you the types of '
answers for each level. o

Discuss and analyse the answers with
your learners in the classroom to
improve their skills.

How the candidate could have improved the answer

0 Immediate and purposeful
assessment of the tone of the
passage.

Examiner comments \
s| are alongside the answers,
linked to specific part of the
answer. These explain
where and why marks were
awarded. This helps you to
interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to

krefine exam technique. /

There was some engagement with the passag

focus was very variable and rhetorical devices| 10iS explains how the candidate could have improved the
answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of
The response would have benefited froma mo| Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam

disconnected and this prevented any clear exa technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to:

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in

» identify language examples and features| answering each question. This will help your learners to
the passage avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the
« comment on specific effects ofthe chose| pest chance of achieving a high mark.

effect ofthe passage as a whole
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Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates:

o take Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS qualification)
or

o follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in
a later series

or

o take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International
A Level.

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages . Duration ‘ Weighting ‘
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 50%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Sections A and Section B. 2 hours 50%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093



Assessment at a glance

Cambridge International A Level candidates take:

Paper 1 Passages . Duration ‘ Weighting ‘
The paper contains three questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 25%

Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either
Question 2 or Question 3.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 2 hours 25%

Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and
one from Section B.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and

Paper 3 Text Analysis Duration Weighting

The paper contains two questions. 2 hours 15 minutes 25%
Candidates must answer both questions.
Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

and
Paper 4 Language Topics Duration Weighting
The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic | 2 hours 15 minutes 25%
area.

Candidates answer two questions.

Questions carry equal marks.

Externally assessed. 50 marks

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 7
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Section A — Question 1

Section A — Question 1

Example candidate response — high Examiner comments
Plon Mkuv% /
—\S-W‘_’AL_SE___._\SQAPMW ond iyt

Plt, -Tmmmmm Erdlandd, ona, in Zir~
Dr«Mlm/mw‘b
S }urmm
Pk tinh .

q@fo&buﬂb wade gy ey
Mw/ lues @ i W’\
Wmmmwﬁmmm Co:%(mxm@{g
ﬁ:& W&MWM‘M Spacithe,
lmé-@ mmwm

—a

O not whok {M%1 odrorts f,ardomco\ll;j ‘ @ An eye-catching introduction
IM—@?W—SWW using an allusion to Othello.

Stimulates interest and informs the
Y"‘SL ng_wen HOM”jJ’W‘G examiner that this is a candidate

LiRe. R.omuo o jr.du.:b M I/ﬁ:bw-b wdﬁfb He u who is well read and is able to use
rWUMLLA Oﬂuﬂo leg bmg""* m ,é m language devices.
A& | ’)vatq ke Ouh Q! Lod ond H»w_. ‘EF

slogp conteda to HA@ robher malesolonh H«wabbba ri @ ‘sardonically’, ‘precursor’,
P A 4 lhelo : ‘malevolent’ are instances of
M “r‘wﬁﬂ)} L can't F Hf”t‘_ﬂﬂ*ﬂhﬁ“g‘ﬁm ambitious vocabulary used in an
4o ok “3"“)‘3 o, TOC ]‘m"ﬁ apt manner by the candidate.
fom w»q{::oﬁwyaa!orkhn,p%o!ﬂae,

\Y

b a MMQ?M

—_

13 §
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Section A — Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

A corplotely didfpert mnon Lo i Yo cund it cotons €

that fwmwﬂmmﬂobsorwkﬁh&%lb
QWWWM ﬂa,:tmme.ofa\

W&MW&W%&M
Mo_.-u WWM%%

nmar’oml

Ok no B8 dmott taen ore ond o sldh nets
HWMW@MW w;rmd«v
_gmbm@ﬂ wwkwta:dmw Mwm Hu.

@-qu situolion
nml%kﬁﬂé'

6Mkhummdwﬂquw
WW@H&F obeoncs by Loan biltoruest @
wa__o;mm i Sonalires Juok i [he
L)‘st Lieady. hika [l mamw«.&ww
coﬁ-s{)axumb%anmmnh& 04 coon, 04
lwhlora;hmh&m ndt Aeor. Hoooner, it hos hoon

V,Mt%w mm 'caa&bu

bmeﬁomw Molhmﬁ&mi‘ommmw%
Roabitially boddond | aw q pufect compabiblily.
Whilse Iwboaom!mﬂmwabmw

WMWM WMN
[ pooksed | MLMMM MM@
Clee She did to Lot bo &WW’WW
M WWW{MMMM
o ditone ond oot tha odds, [tos sorong.

6 This first section manages to
develop a singular idea of a
persona who is troubled. The
reason for the melancholy is not
explained, giving rise to mystery.
Withholding information raises
suspense and stimulates the
reader’s interest.

0 Spelling error here — and there
are a few scattered throughout the
piece — but it's through ambitious
vocabulary and therefore some
leeway is given.

6 The variety of sentence types
so far, together with range of long
and short sentences, adds interest
and pace to the story.

@ The humour used in the
language — using some overly
formal words for a domestic
situation and acknowledging it — is
masterly.

e The idea of a ‘missing’ person is
guessed at here by the examiner —
who might have missed the silence
of the mother in the paragraph
above.

6 Error — it should be ‘she and I'.

9 Persona still muses on her ‘lost’
friend, but we find out later this is a
bit of a false clue meant to trick the
reader.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093




Section A — Question 1
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

16 boy boon oleost buwo usoks now gne, owr Lost
mmm whedh won o5 Jdloo  and
o5 Pro, g‘xgq w({gﬁj'f

IMMM&W J@MMM
WMW [rpm,ld Mm |
_LM\LM mcwﬂmb mwﬂuptﬂﬂ poity_ond
L@me mlaﬁmb’—upl qu)lld,
. the, _______,_MU’WS.Q@R—@
wf}mnap,dmﬂ%p relive on thea LMJM
wg;m,wkﬂ;owauwwnm}mﬂ
U’DSW ummm:\mw !mm Wung
cartain Fg,opla_“ a;tslw_wMLdG m«o’@tdq whaned
mwbmwmw ﬂfvwbﬁcuwo_,ld‘of"k

ﬂd_hl@éb.ad !:wcu‘b @

_BVIQMMJ@LJ MME(TMMWW
Wk%é&ou tornects Yot Lo hpdnlt Laard
&@3‘: LT MW&Bme&WI&HWEW
miw %mwmw | think

s who m%u»sﬂmwoslae»eo‘[qmdm
mm o Ho bddud o se whee g
moﬁf'ﬂf,l}alz.xt ‘
o o g

o Englot, s lokor thaty dooy me

MW%WMH«LM%@M
@Wmﬁrdﬂ-&mm Hule&l}ﬂosmu&qm

cote. Vis oy "o Milborrre, Niifabs D SMM

%WWWL&LQNWWGWSM &o.fmtﬁmx

@ Complex idea — language use is
sophisticated enough to
accommodate this.

® -

from (me).” Missing word.

@ Use of metaphor to depict
relationship.

@ Interesting build-up of
characterisation.

@ Another mention of the mother
missing though the persona is too
busy caring about her own
problems to actually pursue this
thought.
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Section A — Question 1

Example candidate response — high, continued Examiner comments

goo coufe? ha o glung oolnddence
Mﬁwpmwhwmw hnother

@ Mystery sustained in the idea of

the absent friend and her missing
trendd oi t‘uﬂa oske o i J"& J»\wnﬂ ﬁ:i,yb }ﬁ% family.

She. g dne Lous, _ Cuitols Jguow,g the. bad W L"d M @Third reference to the mother —
old houwss ond rag bonfs Jrinds,_pusehs cars 4 e ! o the ‘real’ missing.

Hee wu g “For §olbfyccm SM He, Wﬁq (b5 @Ambitious vocabulary still used
fcw’»& qu, undesstund, bt ) JUJL, ,}aﬂw with care.

Jﬂu Wﬁ sudden (o @Good use of paragraphing — a
Pl W“t""‘ s He provurblal S”“W quts_Ofe ip o new paragraph ispuse%l az thegre is a
J{M}% Tl EY o covudonce wad Ha P tie B o | change of venue (the persona has
paﬂnrm. Hhod b rucdinte (B arrived home). Good continuity

between paragraphs is seen in the
cohesive vocabulary choices — idea

Ouike. oty - ohmziwo.uﬂ sumple.  cedl o Ho reat-2ilafe | | of ‘circus at the end of one

| aprod gove Ha m M ey bast M\S poerdd paragraph coheres with the ‘chaos’

'M "7%1[ ! ! %D E l L M Mmt QI cay in the opening of the next
paragraph.

about Wb bt MMJL; ‘/mr aLLuvle ws_ wnrachalle. |'d & The mother is the missing

leddod o to Hao g ;_“. d Lusm trt gy bect g wll roould pe;so|_r|1. We onI%/hfind this o?t at the
end. However, the sense o

et m }ﬂm’b ra_bok S"”‘w""’ W Lo L"‘”P”"Mzbo mystery is sustained till the end by

M(m;—»b ,ﬁ)f Hmb bokoinsur, Amcun (wows rsng . Tf& the subplot of the absent friend.

ML ool pabimed and | poresely, ImM bock !wu.e There is also suspense created.

Ia:wmlfo}wﬂ O Greds . Catuss

@ Engaging and imaginative.

‘@ - - Strong sense of purpose and focus
ouce. oty ond Cuaow nemloes nuq}zbm }LM te on the parameters of the task.
doafs L o proossion { choce. My }“f 5 gukly oo | | 060 &2 complex larguage used
o l 4 4 L‘Q‘Z‘jﬁh’“ i n—bleu mé‘m mystery and suspense. ’
Rt H‘MN« Shea Qw&; I‘W m}cmé
e, Sl hmfall: Qen ,wilmw& lost mq’«b Heo mmedl cha Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25

Mdmde&bqo'&)kvmz.wm%ﬂgl wordy

Wﬁ%wm%mmédm&ww%ﬂ% before

mm,!wwmw S&%m@_
D

How the candidate could have improved the answer

There were a few spelling and expression errors. These could have been avoided by a final check at the
end. The errors, mostly of spelling, were due to the ambitious vocabulary used. Although the composition did
not get full marks as there were quite a few errors, it was still a very good piece of work which achieved an A
grade.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 11



Section A — Question 2
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Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments

plan

/ Amsterclam / Canals_gul 0C_big_boats
/ canals / pndged

/ Rriciges / Pone gronk House

Anne Eca_‘_n_k_fio.use_[,ésm ali_\ndepenclont

_gwamﬁt@a.wma_m_mm_mt@%b_
.._tm_@baw_ﬂcﬁef_ésﬁrﬁ_@gﬁemgoy@m_
LYOU are not. cpate  Sore (8 (puive
| loeen  there loecOre. Tine  Comols__GIE€

Lrewcking. On.dhe  CONOLS, DOCKS_ rest.
,ﬂegy_bm_t__ggu_m_\m :
[booes _to peaal books. Along dre Laaius:

'_to_ﬁ.ﬁl:h\e__xu\,zc;\@e
lsome very poh house loooats onck thely
L you
-AECJESCMCR_CL‘S_:D-@Q&?%H FONORC 0 o0k G

[ _Along Loth cur tre  cCinls_conmes,
;;ijQ_S_QS-_QILEOﬂ%tﬁeV\ HNOLSONCA ¢ t‘ne{vw.
|T0_odd_t0_this_thely) 100k \very Cuiike. |
.ﬂ%CQL@SAi%-_MBIQ\&Q_ODL_IQdQS_Ci_@C .

.Mm\ﬁu___@m_@_uggohq__
Hn_a_completely diferent  dicecion, but,

LEs_ ol _pact. of the pun cp the place.
A _tolkng pant of this _becotipul Cuy

-r// SMALL inclepenclant SNOPS :
SNOPRS /Bikes - ot bikos |
2__&_&6 cuaynaele. ‘

Sorve Nt

Cowne, prom oL

e suptan. You  cOme oCross

See some Hhoat con only. e

(S_the Anne fonk Howse. The long et |

o Immediate task focus on the
description of a city/town, as the
task is to contrast a town 50 years
later in the second piece.

e Error: subject-verb
disagreement.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093




Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued Examiner comments

1S_mortn _Sfoncingin S0 you— con ok
_arouncl_tre  nwstorical  howse. . stands
tall (ooking  out. onto the canal_and.
o lide raw of  gnoE. ikbis sancidhed
oetioeen €0 cven  taller MOWes. Not to
_gve 00 mudh Gy, WS on exraod-
Lnonyexpenence  dhat Shauslan’t joe missedl |
_La%e_qgemag_ﬁg_@m_&_m
.DCLD]QQQ\L\Cj_QQO\_JIIO_K&S_%QU_ﬁQL_gCQin_
LepLlL_tince (oo don®t have o ne |
ke Grot.

Amgercom s full do_4be donm ol
Sl ndepenciont _.sNops. £1eny Scle. |
rooae_sonrotecluin g apiore || @ S i
that LUl no_dout @b (pur ege.
Lhether (Fs the  pdtemitcn Qess Sense |
o fne  ROCE ancl gollSye Jewellen @ | | @ Fragmented sentence.
Tree s o Souener gooweniee) @
_j{iacajjy.,_.(\.j.czuﬁm.ii)&aue_rgeuec_\szemqbﬁer_
lquiie — (Lo theye. The vost _bimber _op |
them anol _the 10w _quality. H=hes:

6 Spelling errors of ‘souvenir’ and
‘guaranteed’.

| Bikes_wve g become _Jo__populor__thad |
_MMMM@J_MEL
[leCe your bike) IN_certoun  PIO@ 0L
[ wdl e faken ai/ay. lf  ou_ Wt

HE back you have €0 pay. However mast
."Cpmttziﬁbuesmq&n_'bkmoatbﬁ_ﬁeepmg._
.Jp_-gQLJ__QDVM\yMQ_&t[OLL_“CLLOQQ_UL
cancl keep D "the  pavervents S thep
_Cyclisty_don ’t_bQLd._kz_O_tCk._’l_\me\g&pzdat_
“mﬁymmﬂmgwhﬂhﬂgm_ RCCuSe |

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 13



Section A — Question 2
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

_trelr_breaks _con’t pwonk.X

6
'_Qmeer_OlQm_{:t’E_coruks_MLLeL
_U)Lj:h_uclc@_w(‘ﬁ?r oo (JQCQ_&LQDQELJ

_Qver Clouas__ ook gedesl. dre  oOter

HJDS_DQt_ﬂf_\YLO_l@h out. e mads,
WMH_QLE_dmLmeQ_anDO we)

ANtetaatiuiaVIFC a's Pl A's ya Va _hl)l-

ReeoNaAANNRe'As WA <e1l= umneL__
1O house boctS N J,S_OL_QDCKIQ,CCL
Lclecrecsrdl _ancethe qualihy cp the

u&tELde_QrQLe_cLUDp_OﬁtuﬂcLu\\j_{:k_\';ﬂ_
nuMRr CL  lawge  hoats  Similcr 10

oargey  has InCrecisedl Couusgrg 4he

ofer wones o ke cangestecl_and
ovoided by oo paino Lsedt  th
_Q&CXMOCA‘@;@__MD\E:U_,J_ “u— oo
_howve _ipecome_1n_guch_aState”_thoke |
they  Camneb_be  Uech- Tre  peclals

Qe rujiy_. Qm__ﬂf\ey_ﬂr e NOw_name)

Lor gy oo WA lige,
|__Tre oricx 2S5 NOve  een reduilt in

e \ost ARy o 46 LRy Lpas.

nfead cp ennq bolle f SOfe dhey
O Do N euesore ond  ave  puilk

J
From  Concrete _ownd Steel Joars. g |

L_wee tO _talke o pdtz  Of Q
_bgdge__uncx_fbe“w LOLICL Ot
e drce e ageet ay e ik

Ay s ogo. Each b hou
G navyYe. oW ancl (kIS lr?gabg_!gﬂgg_

@ Contrasting piece sets up a
description of the same town 50
years later.

e Spelling error of ‘unfortunately’.

@ Fragmented sentence.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093




Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

next, 46 kS0 theres o Chaine op
-havingdaoit.esCitiedt, sligntly dercipod |
_ﬁéﬁng_@_bﬁU:\g_LDYf anCl”_ O o
advenqre
_The_grierr_contosne_Anre Fronik. Hoose |
(S_poueSurrouncec By rotng ook
_JComy Conals,_and cncoecnised. Bty
Lhuildings - and. \auses. b gards. ook
ke Gosofe dnumbd. Although (£ an |
MPoriond foc—of— AMSierAGas
vsrony (E_doesnt {06k OL_pOrt . Qo€
It looks like somepne oy kon \L~
LrOM Somousneeelse andl_Squeeshe o (1€
N p.
Qumall_independian_ops. Wnot snaali_indep- |
endlont_Snepr 2 fveny roacl @ 1S filled
Lalth__bigbronded “shops. 18 malke
things_wiossethepe IS meye  than
One O €l Shop. Trere dfe . Six
L HEMS . the  spae  op  f0Ur OO0,
Tl 48 00 ne@ G . Nothlr\g SICUNCAS
_out N dhe  Shop g dag.evenytnrg
s the Samve. Eveny t-gnet , JUmper oodl
*dm_%@.tbew&ga%&_' gy TOCk
_boherman, rOck _ond o vibe  ngs
Lere—and__the meaunSirecm  things have
_Ealeen coniepl. _
_le_youre  100king.par o bike_cr 460,
_clont=father (o™ Amsterctoum. They

_DQ\LE__«C;L_LL_QCSD@_%_NOLQLM_\Q_LLMEQ_
02 Seen, not. o Choun o e ¥

- NOowl,__evengore _dakey 1o dheic rhaver
L boaurals- Stofe_Cp the ot cis_ they |

9 ‘squeeshed’ is non-standard
English; ‘squeezed’ would have
been a better choice.

_ @ A rhetorical question to add a

language effect — that of a
character who sounds disappointed
with the new Amsterdam.

The candidate should have
used ‘is’ instead of ‘are’.

@ Triplet used for descriptive and
rhetorical effect to pass judgement.

Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093
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Section A — Question 2

Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

_are, they are Jusk. ok o Dike. Therfs
NOHING - Gonnicad. oot e 100 ®
cuzqu:g__orﬁwquw:gm £ ool _hered
Jaoumg_lﬁpb_n) t_a_mﬁmm_bg_\;mf_

0 Y ‘_‘\r £~ A ,|\f __‘ " l’ =
Aswell o8 Jﬂoyer bocuCLs, _eleCiriC__Caws
have _really taken  Amstercdom oy

_Sto! MCL_CVQ_—Q: ;Zome _hey_one. They
QRO haw very I§—Caus, very Une- |
_Ssecarly® Inseodt_op haung _biike
p.(;t_.kﬂ there's o (‘QD.E?‘OD@_Cl)eanaL__
O MLt Store (g- __QOr_Be pCiriase

NI ANIS & INT exhngn__l%_lxp&ﬂ\gtf
lda'sias ) ConnALE_ 1O grow 2
H-Poperot- Ikhe. people Of_Rmsierclten
_Qule  Uneeelconny Wamoudamewmtkgmum_
Py Every. Cifizen SToms around (ke
_they_bm_ﬁﬂﬁiENme&ryfmpar mm_
0 be. fven 1L _they—OceJuSt—gowg—
fo__- fle necrsst SoOperrovicet 0 loly—
_Soe. jom. Theres  clmast no people”
_howving G_otcnupin o coge Wkh
-G Ne SanCiAgn.prolocioly—kecciuse.
_wkcfctksm__bm c_anoLr hShype

thot oS SCtdSEaCtogy. They

QLODt_hGLV&WLOIZL—-&!QQuf‘ e

[t as lp_theg_bawﬁﬁlostﬁﬁthar
Shing-

h@p&@_Mﬁffﬂ&m Qe alway
_Smiling.. Sveryope 0 WAl podt 1S

LN _ O deep.  conversanan__(aidn - ghoesne |
| _2De. 7] Y arounch ol FETs\Ve\alH
ng er\%y hox%mo G__reci)_ ng_QJQ(Q%

bime. Winen WOl POst_Copes Heey|
aaa._eyery fapie s occuptec DY phency

Or omug? talk WM@_&OJ@@_

_and__folgy. Trelr PRigell  Qnat_excitaole

_SeNse Of h;:e roctiote) e _entire Crtu
7

@ Unclear what ‘bad quality’ refers
to. Thought has not been properly
formulated.

@ Spelling error.

@ Part of the first piece: the
candidate has managed to add
another detail to structure the
contrasts between the two pieces.
This seems like an afterthought;
hence a brief plan would have been
a good idea.

@ The word ‘throughout’ is
missing.

@ Imaginative touches, some
appropriate sense of audience.

Total mark awarded = 11 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

A number of errors were made. The candidate could have checked for subject-verb disagreement mistakes,
fragmented sentences, missing words and spelling errors.

The description could have incorporated more specific details of people and activities to add to the
atmosphere.

The language used was a little unvaried: the candidate could have used more ambitious vocabulary, different
ways of starting sentences and using varying sentence lengths and types. There were a few attempts at
language effects, though not always successful because of the lack of variation of devices. This sits at the
bottom end of a C grade.
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Section A — Question 3

Example candidate response — low

Examiner comments

 Suchon: A Jwogfalive. Weikivg.
_ The _viewy_ femmn tiae_Windaw.
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fike 0 1o ccéhm&_wﬁﬁk)_&_bmm_ﬁpxaﬁwl;_@m_
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_h_ﬁ@mw? Wham__ e Sum veachud XE;‘@,

muzﬁno@w.,_ff_._&?;smh:&md__@_mﬂ_ nead _auk_of il

_Lum__theews (b wanm _omr _%-mam__!:eﬂ\fml_am___'

_fun Yows v mﬂ boeo . Ba I

_beed) ‘d wake
T - _

poskobe usitin_aosen  ohith

_Amaﬂ__pw,;b_e@ 2
o T Vo g el B

o Spelling error of ‘woollen’.

e Spelling error of ‘turned’ but this
should be in the present tense
anyway.

6 Tense inconsistency.

0 Spelling errors: ‘happnes’,
‘reagion’.

6 Spelling error ‘rythamically’.
0 Spelling error ‘sparkelling’.

e Unclear what ‘pot face’ means.
Also ‘scarecrows’ is plural; but ‘its’

is singular.

6 Subject-verb disagreement
‘rays’ — ‘reaches’.

Q The plural ‘specks’ is needed to
match ‘flowers’.

@ Tense changes from the
present to the past tense.

m Spelling error of a basic word.

@ One basket is not enough for
all.
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Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments

—T—
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, dask C&L_bth

Ltht_mmunl:am_mw__dmaﬂﬂ ."J')i'ﬁf\
ol bushen ool s, T
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_b_% @mma_m}yw B

@ Unclear, undeveloped detail.

@ Missing word, ‘fur’.

@ A general idea lacking specific
concrete details which would have
engaged the reader.

@ Another basic spelling error —
‘happynes’. ‘Soul’ is also misspelt
as ‘sole’.

@ ‘can’ and ‘could’ — confusion of
tenses.

@ More errors of spelling —
‘excitement’ — this one is a common
error.

@ «widely awake and wild’ — a

bold claim that is not developed
much in terms of supporting ideas.

@ Spelling errors are now
frequent.

@ ‘one of my unanswered
question’ is ungrammatical; the
plural form ‘questions’ is needed
here.

@ More spelling errors.

@ A short composition lacking in
development. There is focus on
relevant content and the form is
mostly descriptive, which is
appropriate.

Total mark awarded = 6 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

The candidate could have developed more specific details in this short answer. There is some focus on
‘colour and light’ as demanded by the question but there is more ‘telling’ than ‘showing’ in this composition.
Imagery could have been developed further to enable the reader to better imagine the scene.

Spelling and tense errors were made throughout the composition. The candidate could have spent a few
minutes checking the work at the end to correct these errors.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to write either a narrative or a descriptive piece of work in Section A,
depending on the command words in the question. For example, ‘Write the opening to a story’ in Question 1
was asking for a narrative piece, as understood by the word ‘story’, whereas ‘Write a descriptive piece
called The View from the Window’ in Question 3 was asking for a piece of descriptive writing, as it clearly
stated.

Other important words were the ‘focus’ areas that each question contained. For example Question 1 asked
the candidate to create a sense of ‘suspense and mystery’; whereas Question 3 wanted the description to
focus on ‘colours and light’. For Question 2, the command words were, ‘Write two contrasting pieces’. The
question was asking for a description of ‘a town in the present day’, and ‘the same town in fifty years’ time’.
The focus words were to ‘create a sense of place and atmosphere.” The words ‘place and atmosphere’
clearly referred to a description of a setting, though elements of dialogue could be incorporated to evoke that
atmosphere.

Candidates sometimes did not focus on the instructions within each question, for example, ‘suspense and
drama’ for Question 1 and ‘a sense of place and atmosphere’ for Question 2. Time-management skills were
lacking at times: overlong narratives in Section A often led to short, under-developed answers for Section B.

Some candidates did not spend a few minutes writing out a short plan to ensure the sound and effective
structure of an answer. A lack of a plan often leads to diffuse, rambling work.

There was frequent evidence of candidates referring to ‘amounts’ rather than ‘numbers’ of people, and the
confusion of ‘less’ and ‘fewer’ occurred even in some of the more competent submissions.

Some candidates struggled with syntax: they either created comma splices or ended sentences without main
verbs. Incorrect apostrophe use was evident in some cases, but a more common error was the absence of
punctuation.

Some candidates neglected capitals at the beginning of sentences completely.

Dangling modifiers were an issue: candidates should be taught the risks of beginning a sentence with ‘By
__ing’ formations, especially if participles are not related to the subject noun of a sentence. Some vocabulary
was incorrectly used.

Other common errors were:

e spelling errors

tense inconsistencies

lack of subject-verb agreement
unvaried vocabulary

unvaried syntax.
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Section B — Question 4

Example candidate response — high

Examiner comments
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o Lively tone established from the
outset, appropriate for young
audience. Direct address is used,
indicating a sense of audience and
involving them straightaway.

9 Subtitles add to the structure of
this composition as well as a sense
of purpose.

6 The use of imperatives
continues to directly address the
audience. It also lends a tone of
authority to the piece, and has the
correct function of advising the
reader.

e Rhyme helps to make the article
appealing to the audience,
particularly young people.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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6 Specific hypothetical situations
that the teenage reader would
encounter.

6 Allusion to pop culture appeals
to a teenage reader. This tells the
examiner that the candidate is
aware of the audience and
understands form.

e Continued appeal to audience
with use of idiomatic English gives
rise to tone of confidentiality.

@ Needs a comma here.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments

L. Howe Ry QgL (\)o\?m&“&l

___wa\)ﬁ oW o€ arocks U"é} )“\'MSI‘DO“"T acuutbt

_woack o Wmﬁiuﬁ Pagass,  eunch

_ rlQQUMG-h‘O\&e_Qn o )t +o ae - \BU\ alh
Simsel seuuius. e, veual  mecesethles Meluolo

Buq( QQSSQDr_J_\—____&J“{\__th ﬂ&&%ﬁbo-w’\_ Heleadt -

% Wou aue wudlowr . age ,\g Elloyudeas ill
Lwaodme eniR v aoose. fued  spec A
lodde v wovktn e al\:l\)rﬂ\r&k durdh  apunseumt

e{:ﬂo\b\ u‘.:)ao\" PourtsAats oue WO vougels .

_ Mou__woeukdr i wWosad 4o oo deeloh WP CW

0:€ Toomloo  Adeport auek it Seudte Afyeq

oV 2lSe
-’rb\_t:._ut -\“'\Luu\ P~ = N VYV ‘U Moo Syele

_hs%y\ u_-&g;M@mtm_g_o}Hw{er

DABDVNTR . 90 e o\ouu\ S .

S- LAanke & cleausu .

ML dues, seows, Ao o JuacossdClelt {oad.

L S VR YN L T CRTS PUI m\_k_;\d 3o LJ_M_%___
20Q o dcowel  wofelomale, Mot (weh 4

LIS Y YWy -{*&\nu tons advestnuces  bud slsp

ek dewa g Kaioge O ctmendaer—
__we. oha Dok o0 S, adolresses onel

_[)(&M cMuuNee o=, . @ MM% U%‘L_%au_r—-
eV o\ ek s \DQ_;M.&-&L\MFQ\ ot cla oo

to A8 C ‘aoc:ku. - Vrmr \mb\n W .

Acose ages_pewc  Phouws  cous dousadoast
e L e S sacted _vaooliel .

| Youdl deg_mawae.dh_____m mu_%%_&gcq_'

s alse *ﬁﬂﬂr Yet caune QO __couA g2t~ aloons |

Q ‘documentation’, ‘approval’ and
‘consent’ are all apt lexical choices
of vocabulary for this particular sub-
section.

@ Shows continued awareness of
teenage audience.
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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m Continued use of idiomatic
speech shows the candidate’s
facility in English.

@ A proper conclusion to the
article.

@ Thoughtful and engaging, this
composition shows a strong
structure, voice and purpose. It
develops each point clearly, with
subtitles helping to organise ideas.
There is a concrete sense of
audience, expression is fluent and
there are very few errors.
Candidate achieves an A in this
piece.

Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

The use of an anecdote or two, some more varied use of language effects and a showcasing of the ability to

use slightly more ambitious vocabulary would have improved the mark.
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Section B — Question 5

Example candidate response — middle

Examiner comments
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o Audience is made explicit from
the outset — and it is immediately
clear that this is a speech.

e Spelling error.

9 Topic is made clear from the
outset.

e The speaker’s purpose is also
made clear now by a
straightforward statement of intent
and a simple indication of direction.

6 Spelling error from
carelessness (the candidate spelt it
correctly in the subtitle). Also, this
should be followed by a full stop.

@ The first point has been made
but no example has been given.
Development is minimal.

e It needs an apostrophe here —
‘one’s life’.

@ Spelling error.

9 Apostrophe needed — ‘working
years’ experience’.
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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@ Unclear. Does candidate mean
‘while still at school’?

m Again, unclear here what ‘doing
a lower standard’ means.

@ Purpose is clear from the
outset. This is the opposing
argument.

@ Use of discourse markers to
indicate structure. This also helps
give a sense of purpose to the
argument.

@ A full stop is needed here to
avoid the sense of a run-on line.

@ Repeats phrase — this makes

the composition seem a little
unvaried.

@ Spelling error.
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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@ A question mark is needed
here, as this is a question.

@ Some development of thought
here, which helps the audience
follow the logic of the speaker.
Again, this point would have
benefited from a specific example.

@ Vocabulary is apt here.

@ Spelling error.

@ Discourse markers continue to
the end.

@ The expression ‘academically
achieved age’ is unclear.

@ Careless spelling of ‘they’?

@} A conclusion is needed here.
The speech ends too abruptly.

@ Overall, a consistent focus on
the relevant content and form. Apt
sense of audience, and a clear
structure showing two opposing
viewpoints. Lexical choices are apt
and give a sense of two voices.

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved the answer

While there was a consistent focus on the topic in the candidate’s answer, the number of errors, especially of
spelling and punctuation, brought the candidate’s mark down. The use of specific examples would have
made the arguments more convincing and persuasive. More varied use of language effects could have made

for a more engaging set of speeches.
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Example candidate response — low, continued

Examiner comments
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@ Spelling error.

@ Subject-verb agreement error.

@ ‘feeding off’ is an unclear
expression.

@ Punctuation is needed, either a
full stop or a colon.

@ More sentence fragmentation.

@ This should be singular.

@ Spelling and grammatical
errors.

¢ Word ‘do’ is missing.
@ Spelling error.

@ A question mark is needed
here, as this is a question.

@ ‘(one) hundred’ — missing word.

@} Subject-verb agreement error.
This should read ‘Every one of you
has the power...".

@ Missing apostrophe.

@ There is a missing word here.

@ This should be a colon.

@ ‘loved’ is an inappropriate word
here.

@ ‘More of public transport’ is an
unclear expression.

@ ‘For’ is needed, rather than ‘of".
@ Wrong word — should be ‘caps’.
@ This should be a comma, as it
should lead on to ‘in order to

restore...’.

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved the answer

This composition was relevant, with an appropriate structure in place. Language effects were attempted.
Expression was unclear at times and did not flow easily.

The candidate made frequent errors in this composition: inconsistent use of pronouns, sentence
fragmentation, spelling and punctuation errors, use of imprecise or unsuitable vocabulary, subject-verb
disagreement. Although the content was relevant, the ideas were not always clear and ideas could have
been developed more carefully and appropriately. The form was appropriate, but not always consistent —
there were instances where the text did not read like a voiceover, e.g. in the use of ‘I guess’ which is
unsuitable for a voiceover. The candidate could have made sure that all elements of the text cohered to the
style of a voiceover.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

The examiner expected candidates to persuade, argue or advise in Section B, depending on the command
words in the question. For example, Question 4 ‘Write a magazine article called Travelling for the First Time’
clearly asks for offering advice and guidance. This meant that candidates had to give suggestions in a
positive and thoughtful way, using language effects to steer readers to accept the ideas as beneficial to
them. The purpose and audience were understood to be travel advice for ‘older teenagers’ travelling for the
very first time without their family, so candidates had to select their vocabulary and phraseology to appeal to
that age group.

For Question 5, the words ‘debate’ and ‘argues’ should have alerted candidates to the form expected; and
the command was ‘write two speeches’ with ‘opposing attitudes and viewpoints’. Candidates therefore had to
formulate two different speech texts with completely different points of view. The more sophisticated
candidates also created two different voices with varied styles of speaking to emphasise two different
personas.

For Question 6, candidates were told to ‘write the script of a voiceover’. The examiner expected candidates
to tie in the content with some visual elements of a TV documentary, not merely write an essay with a
passionate argument or a quasi-speech exhorting young people to ‘step up to the plate’. There was no need
to write ‘stage directions’, but candidates should have written so as to reference the imagined visual
components in the documentary. Candidates should have spent their time in using language persuasively
and convincingly.

The more successful ‘Writing for an audience’ answers kept the target audience in mind throughout and
adopted language and structural techniques to match that audience. Less successful responses were unable
to use the conventions of different forms, establish a mature, credible voice or develop a well thought out,
logically organised line of argument. Across Section B (as in Section A) there was a range of technical and
structural errors which often impacted on the clarity and accuracy of expression. The most successful
responses avoided this tendency.
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